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DCYF: Missing child a ‘societal failure’

Questions remain on how
a young girl could quietly
go missing for two years

By TEDDY ROSENBLUTH
Monitor staff

The disappearance of Harmony
Montgomery has captured local and
national attention in recent weeks.

The young girl, age 5 at the time
she was last seen, has been missing
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HARMONY MONTGOMERY

since 2019, but her disappearance
was not reported until late 2021. She
was in the legal custody of her fa-
ther, Adam Montgomery, when she
vanished. He has since been
charged with several counts, includ-
ing failing to have Harmony in his
custody, and has pleaded not guilty.
For many Granite Staters, the
case raises an alarming question:
how does a child go missing for two
years without authorities knowing?
More recent reports reveal that

there was clear evidence of child
abuse.

In an interview with police, Har-
mony’s great uncle told officers he saw
her with a black eye in July 2019. He
said Montgomery told him he hit her
after he had seen his daughter holding
her hand over her younger brother’s
mouth to stop him from crying, accord-
ing to the police documents.

Manchester police records show
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Harmony
Montgomery,
shown in 2019
when she was 5.
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Law casts
shadow
on MLK

lessons

Some teachers have curtailed
discussions on racism due to
new ‘divisive concepts’ rule

BLACK ICE POND HOCKEY TOURNAMENT:

Annual event to return after COVID hiatus - only this time with a backup plan
g el bt

For Jocelyn Merrill, a ninth grade
English teacher at Nashua High
School North, this school year has
brought a few changes to her usual
curriculum.

She has removed Tim Wise’s 2013
documentary White Like Me from
her curriculum, along with an ac-
companying sheet of discussion
questions. She has also removed
several articles from her classroom
materials, including an op-ed that
explains the concept of systemic
racism, and an info sheet titled “dis-
cussing difficult topics in the class-
room” that has definitions of sys-
temic racism and white privilege
from Learning for Justice, and also
an essay assignment that would typi-
cally incorporate those articles
alongside the book The Other Wes
Moore.

Merrill made the changes in or-
der to comply with New Hampshire’s
“Freedom from Discrimination in
Education” law, which passed in
June 2021, restricting how teachers
can teach about discrimination.

“Those are a lot of those things
that I've felt like I've had to stay
away from,” Merrill said. “I just felt
like with the way that things were
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GEOFF FORESTER / Monitor staff
FRO M TH I Concord Parks and Recreation workers pour water on the pond at White Park to smooth out the surface in
anticipation of skating and the Black Ice Tournament. The event runs Jan. 28-30.

1THE FREEZE IS ON

By CASSIDY JENSEN
Monitor staff

he Black Ice Pond Hockey
| Championships will return
this year with some changes
to mitigate the frustrating
rescheduling that often comes
with unpredictable and increas-
ingly warm January weather.

The 2021 hockey tournament
was canceled because of COVID-
19, and in 2020 warm tempera-
tures followed by a snowstorm
shortened the tournament by two
days.

This year, if organizers deter-
mine the weather — or COVID -
prove too big a challenge, the
games set for Jan. 27 through
Jan. 30 will be rescheduled for
March 18 through 22 at Concord’s

DEERING

Falconer,
author
Cowan dies

By RAY DUCKLER
Monitor columnist

Before they arrived at his parents’
house in Deering, Jim Cowan
warned his future wife that his
mother and father were unique.

Elizabeth waved it off as some-
thing unspectacular, a quirky trait
that Cowan saw as embarrassing.
Sure enough, though, the couple
pulled into the driveway and saw
Nancy Cowan out front, wearing a
protective vest, thick gloves and a
whistle around her neck, charging to-
ward the car in a panic, yelling, ‘Don’t
get out, don’t get, don’t get out!”

Once quiet, with Elizabeth still di-
gesting the greeting, Nancy contin-
ued teaching her survival class for

Monitor file
Concord's Black Ice Pond Hockey always packs White Park with hockey players
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High hopes for Black Ice to return to Whlte Park for outdoor games

BLACK ICE FROM A1

Everett Arena. Ideally, they
can make that decision by
Jan. 24, before volunteers be-
gin setting up White Park for
the first games.

“The important distinction
we made this year is if it
looks iffy, we’ll just make the
call,” said Dan Luker, presi-
dent of the 1883 Black Ice
Hockey Association.

The board seeks to avoid
repeating the cumbersome
process of setting up White
Park again on short notice if
the weather turns during the
original dates.

“It’s not the same as pond
hockey, but everyone will get
their games,” Luker said.

Another change this year
is that only about 80 teams
will play, instead of the usual
95. That’s because there will
be seven rinks rather than
eight, excluding a rink lo-
cated at the edge of the
ponds. “The thought was to
have one less rink to maxi-
mize the good ice,” Luker
said.

Luker said some mea-
sures are in place to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, in-
cluding a separate registra-

ponds and moving snow off
the ice for public skating. Dur-
ing the tournament, Parks
staff will assist Black Ice tour-
nament volunteers in clearing
ice shavings and making sure
the rinks are ready between
games.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector David Gill said Black
Ice is a great way for families

to celebrate winter in Con-
cord, but that the event has

been challenged in recent
years by the warming climate
in New Hampshire. However,
last year, when the tourna-
ment was canceled, good
weather for ice formation al-
lowed the pond to stay open
for 40 days.

“It’s turned out to be a
wonderful new tradition for
Concord. It brings a lot of peo-
ple back to Concord who
moved away and celebrates
the roots of hockey, but it’s

also good for downtown busi-
nesses,” Gill said.

During the weekend,
hockey teams from other
states will flock to Concord,
where tournament organizers
say the first organized game
of hockey in the U.S. was
played at St. Paul’s School in
1883.

tion tent. Signs will remind GEOFF FORESTER / Monitor staff “All we need is the weather
spectators to wear masks Concord Parks and Recreation workers pour water on the pond at White Park to smooth out the surface in anticipation of gods to cooperate,” Luker
and warn attendees to stay skating and the Black Ice Tournament later this month. said.

away from the event if they
are experiencing COVID

symptoms. “It’s turned out to be a wonderful new tradition
In addition to the adult .
hockey teams, youth teams for Concord. It brings a lot of people back

will also play, and tourna-

ment attendees can enjoy to Concord who moved away and celebrates
food from local vendors, fire- <,
works, gaies, a rock wall the roots of hockey, but it’s also good for
and a oontire. . 9

The Concord Parks and downtown businesses.’

Recreation Department

maintains the ice at White DAVID GILL, Concord Parks and Recreation

Park each winter, flooding the
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Terry Cassavaugh Jessie
Tom Molleur Kippy, Shadow, Shady,
Virginia Swanson Allie, & Lokey
Wendell Libby
Woody Lucky and Big Foot
Marsha
All our pets Missy and Bella
Baby Boy Mona, Romeo (cats) and
Baxter the Boxer Mona and Jepein (dogs)
Bella Beagle, Ollie Beagle, ~Pixie, Brandy, Tweetie,
and Blamey Beagle and Faisal
Brandy, Ginger, Piggy, Reiki
and Tobey River and Mooper
Brandy, Shannon, Amber, ~ Rocky and Mai-Tai

Cooper Scout

Daisy and Gracie Slim and Fuzz
Ebony and Sammie Sooty
Elmo, Monty, and Inde Spike
Emma Spooky and Ally
Finley Stretch
Gizmo, Pumpkin, and Spike Taffy (dog)
Greta Tigger, Tarsha, and Symba
Gus and Bodhi Tinker

ypsy Youki
Homer Ardinger Boden, Clover

Zoey
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Sweeney Financial Management is pleased to announce that
David has joined the firm as a wealth advisor. With 12 years
of experience in the financial industry, he has a strong
passion for building lasting relationships with clients and
helping them with comprehensive financial planning.

meeting to learn more.

Dr. Biss Foot Specialist
Accepting New Patients

Concord Podiatry
163 Manchester St, Concord NH
P: 603-224-1800
concordpodiatry.com

Expert Toenail Care Fungal Toenails

Bunions Heel pain/Plantar Fasciitis
Diabetic Foot Care Plantar Warts

Hammer Toe Arthritis

Ingrown Toenails Corns and Callous Care
Arch Pain Gout

Plenty of Convenient Parking ¢ All Insurance plans accepted
s

s, .
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Concord Podiatry

NE-377913

Call to arrange a tour today!

575 Front Street, Manchester, NH 03102 il %
S F M (603) 625-8400 | dsnyder@sfmllc.net 151 Langley Parkway | Concord, NH E S

SWEENEY FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT www.sfm.money 603-224-0777 | genesishcc.com

VWarmth | Friends | Laughter

Joint venture between Genesis
& Capital Region Health Care

Active seniors can enjoy an exciting lifestyle with fun daily activities.

SFM is an independent advisory firm helping clients manage Granite Ledges of Concord is a lively community which supports
their financial lives as a fiduciary sincs.' 1998. Contact us our residents” independence, while offering the security of a 24-hour
today to schedule a complimentary “Get Acquainted staff, as well as personalized care services when they are needed.

OF CONCORD

Find us f5cebook

facebook.com/ConcordMonitor

Make your Home
your Favorite
Place to he.

Sofas & Sectionals

O FINANCING FOR 6 Or 12 MONTHS*

“Endicott Furniture Co.

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET « CONCORD, NH
MON-FRI 9-6, SAT 9-5:30, CLOSED SUN E EgéALl
www.endicottfurniture.com

224-1421 + 800-224-1421 m;egfm;;;ggge

Lookmg for the perfect gift for the fllm
loverinyour life?

Yoin, ren'ew or give the giftof a_
Red River Theatres membershlp

TODAY

Avallable m-person or onlme'

S/Main St Suite/L-1
Concord

'NE-381314

redrivertheatres.org

ED RIVER 603-224-4600
HEATRES




concordmonitor.com

LOCAL & STATE

Sunday, January 16, 2022 | CONCORD MONITOR AD

Fueled by misinformation,
some want a return to
hand-counting process

By CASEY MCDERMOTT
New Hampshire Public Radio

An effort to outlaw ballot-
counting machines in New
Hampshire elections drew
dozens of supporters to the
State House for a public hear-
ing on Thursday, but the same
proposal drew hesitation from
election officials who said it
was neither necessary nor
practical.

Those urging lawmakers to
get rid of the state’s voting ma-
chines expressed deep skepti-
cism about New Hampshire’s
election systems and state in-
stitutions at large. Many said
their doubts were reinforced
by errors in the town of Wind-
ham’s 2020 machine count
that was quickly corrected and
later thoroughly investigated.
At the same time, many also
cited distorted statistics and
other falsehoods to justify
their claims that voting ma-
chines can’t be trusted to pro-
duce accurate results.

For decades, only one
model of vote-counting ma-
chine has been approved for
use in New Hampshire elec-
tions. That device, the Accu-
Vote OS, doesn’t connect to the
internet and “predates mod-
ern network technologies,” ac-
cording to an overview com-
piled by an outside expert. And
right now, the state doesn’t
mandate that cities or towns
use any machines — it’s up to
individual communities to de-
cide.

“The machines we use are
the most basic of devices,”
said Milford Town Clerk Joan
Dargie, testifying on behalf of
the New Hampshire City and
Town Clerks Association.

“They are only reading the
marks on the ballot.”

Dargie said forcing com-
munities to go back to hand-
counting would add too much
extra labor for local poll work-
ers who are already putting in
16 to 17 hours of work on Elec-
tion Day. With machines in
use, Dargie said her town, Mil-
ford, usually has about 200 vol-
unteers working at the polls,
and recruiting those volun-
teers is a persistent challenge
for many communities; if they
had to hand count, she esti-
mates they’d need to find an
additional 150 people.

Newly appointed Secretary
of State Dave Scanlan didn’t
take a formal position on the
proposal to do away with the
machines altogether, saying
his office generally defers to
municipalities and the Legis-
lature on how they’re used.
But he did offer reassurances
that New Hampshire’s ma-
chines have largely proven ac-
curate — more so than hand
counting.

“If we did away with the
machines, if we got rid of them
completely, I don’t believe the
problem is going to be solved,
because there are many, many
instances where there are
hand counts that have been
done in elections, that have
been off to a much greater de-
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Some urge lawmakers to outlaw ballot machines

gree than machine counts,”
Scanlan said. “As long as there
are humans involved in the
election process, we’re going
to have errors.”

At the same time, Scanlan
said he recognized that many
who support mandatory hand-
counting are motivated by a
lack of faith in the election pro-
cess, and said he’s open to
working on solutions to re-
build that trust.

Scanlan suggested that
election audits, and greater
transparency in general, could
help. New Hampshire’s lack of
routine election audits has
been cited as an election secu-
rity flaw by outside experts in
the past.

Among other things, those
in favor of mandatory hand-
counts frequently pointed to
problems with voting machine
tallies of some races in Wind-
ham’s 2020 election results,
suggesting those errors were
indicative of more systemic is-
sues statewide. However, a
hand recount quickly detected
those errors and a compre-
hensive, independent audit
later determined that the ini-
tial miscount stemmed from
problems with how the town’s
absentee ballots were folded.

“We found no basis to be-
lieve that the miscounts found
in Windham indicate a pattern

Eat, Drink
& Be Geeky:
A free monthly

gathering to

discuss all

h.org . .
things science.

et

HOCKEY

=

of partisan bias or a failed
election,” the election auditors
wrote in a report summarizing
their investigation.

The state’s top election au-
thorities have also endorsed
several proposed reforms,
such as risk-limiting audits
and increased training for
election officials, meant to pre-
vent another repeat of what
happened in Windham.

Many of those rallying be-
hind the push to mandate
hand-counted elections have
said they don’t trust the au-
dit’s conclusion — and have
consequently turned their at-
tention to changing the rules
for ballot counting at the state

and local level. That includes
one such effort in the town of
Greenland, where last month
voters overwhelmingly de-
cided to stick with their tradi-
tional ballot counting devices.

Some of those organizing
the local movements against
ballot-counting machines are
also among those who’ve most
vigorously  protested the
state’s pandemic response.
Some of the same people lob-
bying lawmakers on the ballot
counting measure were, on
the same day, amplifying false
claims about COVID-19 vac-
cines in another legislative
hearing about immunization
mandates at schools and

childcare centers.

“We have lost our jobs, our
schools, our hospitals, our
families and we’re not going
away, and we’re paying atten-
tion,” Terese Grinnell, who
was arrested while protesting
an Executive Council meeting
last fall, told the House Elec-
tion Law Committee on
Thursday. “And we are going
to get our voter integrity back,
because without that we have
nothing.”

These articles are being
shared by partners in The
Granite State News Collabo-
rative. For more information
visit collaborativenh.org.
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The Virginia International Military Tattoo ~ April
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Join us and see why we've been voted #1!!

28-May 3

JOIN US AS WE SALUTE OUR MILITARY! Considered the “Largest Spectacle of Music &
Might in the U.S.A.” - the Virginia International Tattoo has become renowned as the most
patriotic of the world's great Tattoos. The extraordinary cast of over 1,000 performers includes
the very finest musicians the U.S. Military has to offer, pipe and drum bands from around the
world, Irish dancers, and so much more! Plus, we will visit the Nauticus Museum, Battleship
Wisconsin, Norfolk Naval Base, and more. 6 Day Tour from Concord, NH - $1695 pp double
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Contact Terrapin Tours:

CATCH ALL THE POND HOCKEY ACTION AT WHITE PARK

603-348-7141 ~info@terrapintours.com
Register online! www.terrapintours.com

& 80+ Pond Hockey Teams | 8 Rinks

@@® Competing All Day | Friday - Sunday &2 Men’s & Women'’s Divisions | 18 - 50+
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