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HE LEFT AN
INDELIBLE MARK
ON THE CITY

BY MIKE ZHE
mzhe®seacoastonline.com

ack in the day, all hockey play-
ers had a patch of ice to call
their own.

For Jake Gaffey, the senior co-
captain at Division III Trinity College,
it was Eel Pond in Rye, just a frigid
slap shot across the road from Jenness
Beach.

For University of New Hampshire
coach Dick Umile, it was EIl Pond in
his native Melrose, Mass. Games there
half a century ago would see bonfires
set up and players snacking on oranges
between shifts.

For Don Garrison of Hampton, the
joy of skating on his family’s backyard
rink in Connecticut and the lingering
memories helped spur a successful
new business.

Sure it was cold, with your breath
spilling out in front of you, wind slic-
ing into your face like a blade and
skates that needed coaxing to be re-
moved. But there was also the warm

Pond hockey making big comeback
throughout New Hampshire, Maine
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Championship on Jan, 28.
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™ Going out
skating on the
pond on a great
day, with the ice
nice and the sun
out, there’s nothing better
than that.”

Dick Umile
UNH men’s hockey coach

climb back into the consciousness of
casual.sports fans has been buoyed by
the magic of its annual Winter Classic,
the New Year's Day outdoor game that
last year had everyone seeing Fenway
Park in a new light.

In nine days, Gaffey will be playing
outdoors again, smack in the middle of
a40,000-seat stadium, when his Trinity
team battles NESCAC rival Wesleyan

knowledge that after shoveling off
your section of ice, you could skate for at the warming huts, In New Hamp- the 2nd annual New England Pond
hours and not have to give it up when shire and Maine alone, four separate Hockey Classic on Lake Winnipesau-
a horn sounded. pond hockey tournaments are being kee this weekend.

Outdoor hockey is hot, and not just held this winter, including the bigone, ~ The National Hockey League's

under the lights at Rentschler Field in
East Hartford, Conn.

See FROZEN, Page B4
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