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Official:
Black Ice
delay better
in long run

Pond hockey tournament to run
Feb. 9 to 11 due to weather

By CAITLIN ANDREWS
Monitor staff

on Saturday morning might
have been confiised to see the
masses of skaters on the ice.

Chris Brown, chairman of the an-
nual 1883 Black Ice Pond Hockey
Tournament, was not. After being
closed for a few days during the
week due to a dreary bout of rain
and warm weather, all of Concord’s
outdoor skating rinks were back
open for the weekend. And the day
promised to be beautiful, with bright,
sunny skies and temperatures in the
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potentially finishing the tournament,
you shouldn’t move forward with it,”
he said. “People spend a lot of
money to put up a team. You can’t be
playing boot hockey too many times,
or people start losing faith.”

It costs $700 to enter a team into
the tournament, Brown said, and
one of the things that Black Ice
prides itself on is the quality of
White Park’s ice.

“If it’s 36 degrees and overcast,
that can work,” he said, noting the
warm weather wouldn’t have been
enough to melt away the foot-deep
layer of ice on White Park’s pond.

-“But once you reach sunny and 38,
that top layer turns into a snowcone.
.. We're not the largest pond hockey
tournament, but we feel its the best
for its accommodations, for having
great ice. That’s why people keep
coming back. ”

Boot hockey, if you didn’t know, is
almost the same sport as ice hockey,
but without the speed and grace ice
skates lend to the sport. Black Ice
participants fwo years ago were
given the option of continuing play
via boot hockey, Brown said. Some
people chose to do so, but semi-fi-
nals and final games had to be
played indoors at the Douglas N. Ev-
ereit Arena.
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NHTI WINTER FLING 2018

Heather and Kelth Wiiding dance a Viennese waltz during the “Dancing with the Concord Stars™ program at NHTI's annual Winter ¥

event on Saturday.

CITY STARS SHINI

Kate Fleming and Aaron Jones dance a jazz
funk number during the program.

HTYI’s Winter

Fling fundraiser,

featuring the

“Dancing with
the Concord Stars”
competition, took place
Saturday. Ten couples
coached by professional
instructors from area
dance schools showed off:
their waltz, hip hop, jazz
and tango skills. The
eighth annual event
helped raise funds for the
school’s President’s Fund
for Excellence.

Micheile
Olivier
(right)
and Tom
Devaney
dance a
samba/
salsa
number.
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buying food at the food trucks ;
or hanging out during live
performances, Brown said. So
he’s happy with his decision.

“Of the 98 teams we had

scheduled this week, we've
got about 96 now,” he said. “A
lot of them have been on the
waiting list for a couple of
years, so they’re excited o
get a chance to play in two
weeks.”

This is the fourth time
Black Ice has been delayed
due to warm weather. The
event was pushed back two
weeks last year but otherwise
carried on per usual; 2016 was
the year of boot hockey. A two-
week delay in 2012 still re-
sulted in several games being
canceled due to slushy ice. - =N 4
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weekend weather has been Tim Donlon of Concord skates with his hockey stick on the
all over the place. The White Park pond Saturday. The annual 1883 Black Ice Pond
weather hovered around — Hockey Tournament was scheduled start Friday, but was
and sometimes dipped below postponed due to rain and recent warm temperatures.
—zero degrees during the !

2013 and 2014 fournaments.
In contrast, the temperature
never went below 10 degrees,
but often hung in the 30s, 40s
and even once the 50s during
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were just as happy to enjoy - ] - A visit will help you decide if NHTI is the right place for you.
the Saturday afternoon sun-
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turns on the pond, hockey 2
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Drop in Tuesdays
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- | to answer questions about
enrollment. An optional
tour of NHTI will also be
| available for those who
| arrive by 5:15 pm. Just

- | ‘dropin’.
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Visit nhti,edu/visit-nhti for more information or to schedule a tour
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