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chase wasn’t. a late
resent, but a necessary
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New England Patriots cornerback Stephon Giimore (24) breaks up a fourth-down pass intended for Jacksonﬁllle Jaguars wide recelver

‘the second
half of the AFC
champlonshlp
game Sunday.

AP photos

Dede Westbrook during the fourth quarter of the AFC champlonship game Sunday In Foxborough, Mass.

Pats claim AFC title in game fit for the silver screen

t felt scripted, like pro

wrestling. As if some writer

decided Sunday’s AFC cham-

pionship game needed a plot-
twisting challenge for the Patri-
ofs that lived up to last year’s 25-
point Super Bowl deficit and
comeback.

So Tom Brady’s hand was
maimed and bloodied in Wednes-
day’s practice. His top weapon,
larger-than-life Roh Gronkowski,
was knocked out in the first half
by the menacing Jacksonville de-
fense. Whipping boy Blake Bor-
tles was playing the game of his
life and the Jaguars, the once-
laughable Jags, were leading the
NFLs bullies by 10 points in the
fourth quarter.

The setup was creative and
unique, but the ending remained
the same — Brady and the Patri-
ots cleared all the crazy hurdles
fo claim a 24-20 win and another
trip to another Super Bowl.

As it turned out, the amazing

TIM O'SULLIVAN

Monitor sports

game needed more than one 5
script writer. It needed an entire | = :
tea‘m. . i New. England Patriots wide receiver Danny Amendola (80)

‘Coach says it's all about our  celebrates his touchdown catch beside guard Joe Thuney on
story and what this team cando.  Sunday In Foxborough, Mass. :
We had to write our own story,”
Brady told a buzzing Gillette Sta-
dium during the post-game tro- = New England stages another
phy presgrllttaut)l:;l for the QFC SPORTS playoff comeback, B1
that pll,:ired in the game‘,’eg:& MORE FROM T! HE ™ Wide receiver Amendola makes

; AFC CHAMPIONSHIP key catches in Patriots’ win, B4
SEE PATRIOTS A2

Black Ice hockey tournament géts youngbloods involved
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Mite-level players to  ing through dgv;lntg\{m has - =t 7 'll'he blazk
 thai surely noticed the blue ; s b o ce pon
havc_e their own segment banners rippling on the N hockey
in outdoor event light posts and strung tournament
across the North Main/ last year.
ou've felt it in your Centre streets intersec- )
bones for weeks: tion and the posters in | NicK sToiCO /.
BlackIceisuponus. partnering businesses’ W= s Monttor file
. e IETw The 1883 Black Ice Pond windows. -
Hockey Championships, And this week, the tour-  honing their skills and of arctic insect invading
CAITLIN ANDREWS now in its eighth year, has -nament will be encouraging hopefully developinginto  your snow boots, don’t
Downtown not so much crept into a different kind of growth, the next generation of puck worry - “mites” is an age
Concord - unlike the icy Black Ice board Chairman  lovers with their roots in group of youth hockey, said
cold we've been experienc- Chris Brown said. Specifi-  hometown hockey. Jeff Cain, house league co-
ing - but bloomed in all the cally, a bunch of mites will If the word “mites” has
usual places. Anyone walk- be on their own sheet ofice, you picturing a new breed SEE DOWNTOWN A10
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Weather History v
- A record 17.4-inch snowfall on Jan.

« 22,1902, in Buffalo, N.Y., was
dwarfed by 30 inches in Philadelphia,

provided by

. Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today's highs and

tonight’s lows.

E_,E-FOrecasts and graphics

.. AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

Pa., on Jan. 8, 1996.

~ Weather Trivia™:-

" @: Do all snowflakes have six sides?
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GEOFF FORESTER / Monitor file

The scene at the Black ice Pond Hockey tournament at White Park at last year’s event. This year’s tourney Is set to feature
mite-level skaters honing thelr skills on the open-air rink.

Mites to h1t the rmk for Black Ice tournament

Energy, economy tou
in Northern Pass br

NORTHERN PASS FROM A1

filed the brief Friday. The pro-
ject would include a 192-mile
transmission line from Pifts-
burg to Deerfield.

Northern Pass Transmis-
sion LLC is a subsidiary of
Boston-based Eversource,
and the submission of the fi-
nal brief is a key step in the
project’s approvals process.
Northern Pass backers said
in the executive summary of
the brief that the proposal
would have no view impacts
in the White Mountain Na-
tional Forest, Appalachian
Trail or Franconia Notch ar-
eas.

They also wrote that the
proposal “has received the

and environmental i1
the project have
against it and called
regulators to prever
moving forward.

The Society for th
tion of New H
Forests filed a mem
this month stating tk
would “pervasively
manently scar the
two thirds of our st
towers and transmis:
that cut through unic
ecosystems and r
above the tree canop

New Hampshire
tors completed hea
the project in Decen
Site Evaluation Com
expected to begin
tions on the North

SR P B

most extensive review of any application in the fin:
electric transmission project January.
DOWNTOWN FROM A1 Ice’s future. in the history of New Hamp- Then, state regul:
“We're hoping to plant the shire” and would “deliver expected to announe
ordinator for Concord Youth seed that creates the next clean, affordable hydropower nal decision on the p
Hockey and coach of the generation of people who into the New England power the end of March. Pr
Dynomites practice team. maybe someday want to take | . grid.” porters would like
Mites are about 5 or 6 years this over;” Brown said. The project is designed to construction by the s
old, and on Saturday, they and If they do take it over; carry hydropower from Their final brief st
other members of Concord they’ll be following in the Canada to southern New Eng- the project would “
Youth Hockey will get their footsteps of many of this land markets, providing elec- generate 2,600 job:
own “shinny” tournament. weekend’s participants. tricity to about a million constructlon with a
Thursday and Friday will also Brown said the tournament homes. Opponents who are ment to hire NH
feature skating nights for has 98 adult teams lined up skeptical of the economics first.”
youth members. ranging from ages 18 to 50-
Brown said supporting plus, with 20 more teams on
youth sports has always been the waitlist. He said about
part of Black Ice’s mission. The half of those teams have
board makes a point of encour- some sort of connection to
aging local sports teams, not it Concord. '
just hockey teams, to come NICK STOICO / Monitor file “We’re starting to call ita
down and volunteer, andoffers Skaters dig the puck out at Concord's Black ice Pond Hockey pond hockey festival,” Brown h
fundraising opportunities for tournament last year at White Park. said, noting Black Ice’s inte- i
booster clubs. But it wasn’t un- ; ; gration of live musicanden- | |
til this year that theboard was  culture and introducing them  always perfect and smooth, tertainment. “But it’s also Al
able to focus on integrating to playing outside,” he said. with no cracks,” he said. “On like an Old Home Day for
children into the actual tourna- “Some of them probably never the pond, that’s where you Concord.”
ment. have skated outside; and you learn your most basic skating For more information on
“The first seven years, get-  know, 34 years ago, whenIwas skills. ... You're constantly the tournament, visit blacki-
ting kids to come down and coming up, that’s how every- working on your balance. It cepondhockey.com.
play was an afterthought,” he  one learned.” forces you to work on your
said, noting that previous years Cain, like many others in- skating.” (Caillin Andrews can be
have been hampered by last-  volved in Concord’s hockey Like Cain, Brown’s skating  reached ot 369-3309, can-
minute warm weather condi-  scene, grew up skating at history is rooted in White Park. drews@cmonitor.com or on
tions. “This year we took arisk White Park. He said the Black  And in those wobbly-kneed Twitter at @ActualCAn-
and said, Let’s just planonit,  Ice experience will prove valu-  mite players, he sees Black drews.)
and if we don’t have the ice, we able fo the city’s littlest
don’t have the ice.’ ” .skaters.
It’s all in good fun, Cain “Skating on an indoor rink
said. “This weekend is really is probably better for skill de-
about getting into the hockey  velopment, because the ice is
CONCORD- part by ﬁ;ggant from the Nfew
i Hampshire Department o:
CIty buys 106_ acres Envirl')onmental Services, ac-
for conservation i
: e grant cove e
The city of Concord re- cost of the $600,000 purchase
cently bought 106 acres of un- price; the remaining amount
developed forest land off L by the city’s Con-
Lakeview Drive and West servation Trust Fund
Parish Road that it plans to it ’
put into conservation. Tgs aﬁilofk?mf‘m = totlgn 191VillageSt,, Ponacook NH oonarure 9:30am 06,
The purchase, previously m m%:he areg tz‘;lﬁﬁga ¥ Toos: wimgmw wm?m 6;3 . 753'.’52%';'; . msg:gb"z‘i.l;iﬁs?.
the site of a historical agricul- 10,140 900 acres according to obltes plw?ﬁmﬁmen ﬂmesn::m i E www.NHFurmitureStore.com il
tl.lral Opel‘a_tion owned by th.e the newsletter ; . OurC|ea(ance Shuwmomlslocated nextdoor, Foliow us on facabook!
Haller family, was financed in Caitlin Andrews -
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